
is the
identified issue 
susceptible to a 

normative 
solution?

yes

no

opt for a solution 
that best matches 

the issue

identify existing 
norms* that (may) 
address the issue

can the 
identified norm 

be applied to 
the issue?

yes

no

can the issue be 
solved by  the 

actor applying the 
norm?

apply the existing 
norm

no

promote or support 
applying the norm 
by other actor(s)

yes

determine the 
normative gap

can the gap be 
bridged by joining 

a normative 
framework?

can the gap be 
overcome by a 

different 
interpretation?

no

yes

yes

join the existing 
normative 
framework

promote and 
socialize the 

proposed 
interpretation

consider a new 
norm or normative 

framework

no

THE NORM TEST⎹ Step 1:

Applicability of existing 
normative solutions
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Step 2

Step 3

no

what is the issue to 
be resolved?


